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marginalized and neglected. By 1900, 
the activities of the Mosaic Templars 
had broadened to include an insurance 
company, a publishing company, a 
nursing school, a building and loan as-
sociation, a business college, and even 
a hospital. 

What started as a small enterprise to 
provide services to former slaves seek-
ing a better life evolved into a thriving 
business. At its height in the 1920s, the 
positive influence of the Mosaic Tem-
plars was felt by its more than 80,000 
members belonging to chapters in 26 
States and six foreign countries. While 
this noble institution fell on hard 
times during the Great Depression, its 
impact continued. 

A pillar in the Little Rock commu-
nity, Mr. Bush rose to heightened lev-
els of prominence when he was ap-
pointed as the Receiver of Public Mon-
eys by President William McKinley. 
His success in this role and deep-seated 
sense of integrity brought him to the 
attention of Booker T. Washington and 
facilitated his reappointment four 
times by President Theodore Roosevelt 
and President Taft. 

That relationship with Dr. Wash-
ington became one of trusted con-
fidence and close friendship. Mr. Bush 
was invited to give the commencement 
address at Tuskegee, and Washington, 
in turn, was the dedication speaker of 
the Mosaic Templars’ new building in 
1913. 

Mr. Bush passed away at the age of 60 
in 1916. 

Today, Mr. Bush’s descendants re-
main pillars of our civic community in 
Little Rock, and his legacy lives on at 
the Mosaic Templars Cultural Center, 
which is an outstanding educational re-
source for our rich African American 
traditions in Arkansas. 

As we celebrate Black History 
Month, we remember John Bush’s leg-
acy that continues to inspire and that 
remains a major and important part of 
Arkansas history. 
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DHS SHUTDOWN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. JEFFRIES) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. JEFFRIES. Mr. Speaker, in less 
than 2 days, House Republicans are 
prepared to shut down the Department 
of Homeland Security, threatening the 
safety of the American people. 

At home, there is a noted and beloved 
philosopher by the name of Yogi Berra, 
who once said, ‘‘It’s like déjà vu all 
over again.’’ 

And once more, House Republicans 
are taking the American people on an-
other reckless, unnecessary, irrespon-
sible legislative joy ride, guaranteed to 
crash and burn. You did it first in Octo-
ber of 2013 by shutting down the gov-
ernment for 16 days, crashing and burn-
ing parts of the American economy, 
costing us $24 billion in lost economic 
productivity. Now you are prepared to 
crash and burn the safety and the secu-
rity of the American people. 

Why would you contemplate, Mr. 
Speaker, such a reckless action, par-
ticularly at a time when there are ter-
rorists all across the world who want 
to kill Americans, including, as re-
cently uncovered, three terrorists at 
home in New York determined, appar-
ently, to bomb parts of the Coney Is-
land district I represent? Why would 
you contemplate shutting down the De-
partment of Homeland Security at this 
moment—or at any moment—simply to 
satisfy the rightwing thirst of the anti- 
immigration faction of your party? 

Let me pause there parenthetically 
for a moment. 

Because they seem to have concluded 
that this President exceeded his au-
thority when he issued an executive ac-
tion providing immigration relief, not-
withstanding the fact that every Presi-
dent since Dwight Eisenhower has 
taken executive action to provide some 
form of immigration relief. It has oc-
curred 39 times since the 1950s. Presi-
dent Eisenhower did it. President 
Nixon did it. President Ford did it. 
President Reagan did it. President 
George Herbert Walker Bush did it. 
President George W. Bush did it. But 
when President Obama issues an execu-
tive action to provide immigration re-
lief to fit these times, all of a sudden, 
we have got a constitutional crisis. 

Now, perhaps reasonable people can 
disagree with the lawfulness of his 
order, but the reasonable approach 
would be to allow the courts to work it 
out, not shutting down the Department 
of Homeland Security. 

Many of my friends on the other side 
of the aisle are so-called strict con-
structionists. What would the constitu-
tion have us do? Well, we have got an 
article I legislative branch, an article 
II executive branch, and an article III 
judicial branch. The Founders have in-
dicated, I believe, that they would have 
us work out constitutional differences 
through the court system, not by shut-
ting down the Department of Homeland 
Security—causing 30,000 employees to 
have to go home and another 210,000 
employees to have to come to work 
without pay, stressed, suffering from 
anxiety, uncertain as to how to pay 
their bills, pay their mortgage, pay 
their rent, pay their medical expenses. 
Do we want to subject our Homeland 
Security employees to that type of 
anxiety when terrorists only have to be 
right once and we have to be right 100 
percent of the time? 

Then I was troubled, Mr. Speaker, to 
learn that, apparently, you haven’t 
spoken to MITCH MCCONNELL in several 
weeks. The people back home in the 
district that I represent and Americans 
all across the country are shaking 
their heads. I know you don’t like talk-
ing to NANCY PELOSI. I know you didn’t 
like talking to HARRY REID. You don’t 
like talking to the President of the 
United States. But you can’t have a 
conversation with Senate Republican 
Majority Leader MITCH MCCONNELL? It 
is not a long commute from this side of 
the Capitol to the other side of the 

Capitol. In fact, Mr. Speaker, you can 
take the train. Is it not reasonable 
that you have a conversation to try to 
work this out? 

The American people want us to 
focus on bigger paychecks, better jobs, 
retirement security, higher education 
affordability, strengthening the middle 
class; instead, you are throwing a legis-
lative temper tantrum, jeopardizing 
the safety and security of the Amer-
ican people? Shame on you. Let’s get 
back to doing America’s business. 

f 

THE KEYSTONE XL PIPELINE AND 
COAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
West Virginia (Mr. MOONEY) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. MOONEY of West Virginia. Mr. 
Speaker, with his veto of the Keystone 
XL pipeline, the President has again 
decided to stand with radical environ-
mentalists at the expense of the Amer-
ican people. Republicans and Demo-
crats came together in both Houses of 
Congress to pass this commonsense 
bill, yet the President has seen fit to 
deny the American people the new jobs 
it would create. 

The President has a demonstrated 
record of picking favorites in the en-
ergy industry. We all remember how 
the President steered billions in tax-
payer dollars to Solyndra, only to see 
the flawed solar company collapse. 

In 2014 alone, the Department of En-
ergy directed over $1.9 billion in tax-
payer dollars to investments in alter-
native energy. At the same time, the 
President has waged war on West Vir-
ginia energy jobs. This year, the ad-
ministration is expected to ratchet up 
that war with new ozone standards and 
a new stream buffer zone rule. These 
overreaching regulations are inten-
tionally designed to kill coal, with dev-
astating outcomes for West Virginia 
and our entire Nation. 

Coal supplies over 90 percent of en-
ergy consumed in West Virginia. An es-
calation of the President’s war on coal 
would cause families in West Virginia 
to see huge increases in their home en-
ergy prices. The escalation would also 
have a terrible impact on jobs in our 
State. The American Mining Associa-
tion has projected that the new stream 
buffer zone regulation would destroy as 
many as 85,000 jobs in the Appalachian 
region. 

The administration has also held up 
permitting for natural gas exports and 
proposed damaging regulations on the 
exploration of new natural gas depos-
its. The Keystone veto further con-
firms the President’s commitment to 
continuing his obstructionist agenda. 

With so much at stake for West Vir-
ginia families, we must strengthen our 
resolve like never before to fight for an 
energy policy which allows the free 
market and consumers to choose, not 
government to discriminate. 
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